





Trademark confusion abroad

‘A good brand name and a distinctive logo are your calling card for your
company’s services. Your trademark is a clear statement of what you stand
for. Registering your trademark strengthens your competitive position, as it
means you can take action against improper use of your trademark.

If you want to use your trademark to launch your product in international
markets, you should always take account of linguistic and cultural differences.
There are plenty of examples of companies who didn’t, and consequently
made a complete mess of their product launches, such as the major car
company that launched a car in Finland with a name that translates as ‘idiot’

in Finnish!

To sum up: if you want to capitalise on your brand name in different coun-

tries, you should consider getting advice from the experts...”



Contact

For general information, forms,
price lists, and to request
services, visit our website:
www.boip.int

You can also phone our
Information Centre:
e from the Netherlands:
070 349 12 42
e from Belgium: 070 244 242
e from Luxembourg: 8002 5383

General address and National Offices

Benelux Office for Intellectual Property
Bordewijklaan 15

2591 XRThe Hague

The Netherlands

T+3170349 11 11

F +31 70 347 57 08

info@boip.int

www.boip.int

Federal Public Service

Economy, SMEs, Self-Employed and Energy
Belgian Office for Intellectual Property
North Gate Il - Koning Albert Il Laan 16
B-1000 Brussels

T +32 22775297

F+3222775277

piie.trademarks @economie.fgov.be

www.mineco.fgov.be

Ministére de 'Economie et du Commerce
Extérieur

Direction de la Propriété Intellectuelle
Boulevard Royal 19-21

L-2449 Luxembourg

G. D. of Luxembourg

T +352 478 41 87

F +352 222 660

dpi@eco.etat.lu

www.eco.public.lu
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