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About copyright, patent rights, 
database rights and trademark rights

CopyrightCopyright grants the right to publish and reproduce, and is 

established automatically. When several people are involved in 

the realisation of an idea:–	 Every person holds copyright on their own part

–	 Clear agreements should be made concerning copyright

Item of evidence: i-DEPOT
Patent rightsPatent rights only apply if the software provides a technical 

effect in combination with hardware, such as a mobile phone.

Database rightsThe following criteria apply for database rights:

–	 Well-organised data collection
–	 Allows for targeted searching
–	� Concerns qualitative and quantitative investment of time, 

effort and money–	 No registration
Trademark rightsTrademarks should have a distinctive character. A trademark is 

only protected after it has been registered. Thought of a brand 

name or logo? Check that it’s still available in the Trademarks 

Register.

Your app and                
the user 
 
Consider the legal rules 
regarding data processing 
and privacy: inform your 
users about this.  

Make users of your app sign 
(tick) ‘terms of use’.

About BOIP 
The Benelux Office for Intellectual Property 

(BOIP) is the official body for the registra-

tion of trademarks, designs and drawings 

in the Benelux. In addition, BOIP offers the 

possibility of recording the existence of 

ideas, concepts, designs, prototypes, etc. in 

the i-DEPOT.

Intellectual property
If you are a developer, it is important to 

protect your intellectual property adequa-

tely. Otherwise, your competitors could 

copy your ideas, designs or trademarks.

www.boip.int

@BOIPnews
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